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CONSONANTS 
Consonant Panakwate Translation

  
Pronunciation/IPA Equivalent 

’ Hopodo’o Backbone This sound is the glottal stop.  It is pronounced by 
cutting off the flow of air in ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ŀǎ ƛƴ άǳƘ ƻƘέΦ  
IPA = ʔ  

b Kaiba Mountain [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άōέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ ¦ǎŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀƭƭȅΦ  /ŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ άǾέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  IPA = β 

ch Tehicha Deer [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŎƘέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = č 
d Huude Flowing or 

Creek 
LƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǘǘέ ƛƴ ōǳtter.  IPA = d, ɾ 

g Yagwatsa Frog [ƛƪŜ ŀ ƎŀǊƎƭŜŘκǘǊƛƭƭŜŘ άƎέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
throat. IPA = ɣ 

h Muhibi Fly (Insect) [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƘέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = h 
k Puku Horse [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƪέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ 

ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ άƎέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ actual sound is often 
times between voiced and voiceless.  However, the 
sound can be voiced at times. IPA = k 

kw Kwo Head or Hair [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǉǳέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ queen. IPA = kw 
m Neema Feel [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƳέΦ  IPA = m 
mm Tammu Sinew Like the 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƳέΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎΦ IPA = m:   
n Nobi House [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƴέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = n 
ng Yongo-

tabino 
Afternoon [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƴƎέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƛngƛƴƎΦ  άƎέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ 

less emphasized. IPA = ŋ 
nn Punipenni Looking [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƴέΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ twice as long.  IPA = n: 
p Puku Horse [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǇέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ 

ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ άōέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
times in-between voiced and voiceless.  However, 
the sound can be voiced at times. IPA = p  

s Somaha Breathe LƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǎέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  IPA = s   
sh Pisha’yu Good [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǎƘέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = ʃ 
t Toishabui Chokecherry [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǘέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  !ƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ 

ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ άŘέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
times in-between voiced and voiceless.  However, 
the sound can be voiced at times. IPA = t      

ts Totsigape Flower [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǘǎέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ Ŏŀts.  IPA = c 
tz Tzo’o Great 

Grandparent 
!ǎ ƛƴ ά!ŘdsέΦ  IPA = dz  



Consonant Panakwate Translation
  

Pronunciation/IPA Equivalent 

w Sawabi Big Sagebrush [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǿέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ free 
ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άƳέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ  IPA = w 

y Noyunna All [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άȅέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = j 
z Pozena Buffalo [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άȊέ ǎƻǳƴŘΦ IPA = z   
zh Pizhi’i Breast [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ άǎέ ƛƴ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ  IPA = ʒ 
 

VOWELS 
Vowel stress is very important in the Panakwate language and deserves a brief mention.  

In general, vowel stress occurs on the second mora of the phonological word.  Long vowels and 
diphthongs occurring in either the first or the second syllable of the word will draw primary 
stress.  

 

Vowel/Diphthongs Panakwate Translation
  

Pronunciation Comment 

a Kapa Bed [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŀέ ƛƴ Ŧather. IPA = a 
ai Kaiba Mountain [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƛŜέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ¢ie. IPA = 

ai   
ai Maishugatede Sit Still [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŀȅέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ Iay. IPA 

= ɛɪ 
as Saa’ Boil [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŀέ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ 

long.  IPA = a:   
au Miau Leave [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻǿέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ Iow.  

IPA = aʊ 
e Teka Eat [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǳέ ƛƴ άtuǘέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǇǎ 

spread as in a smile.  IPA = ɨ 
ee Ee You [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άǳέ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ 

long.  IPA = ɨ: 
i Pakwi Fish [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŜŜέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ {ee. IPA 

= i 
ia Pia Mother [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƛŀέ ŀǎ ƛƴ άaŀǊiaέΦ  IPA = 

iɐ 
ii Tiipe Land [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŜŜέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ {ee, but 

held twice as long.  IPA = i: 
o Noyunna All [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻŜέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ¢oe.  

IPA = ɔ 
oa Hanoape Anytime [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻŀέ ƛƴ boah.  IPA = ɔa 
oi Nakoi  Fight [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻȅέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ¢oy.  IPA 

= ɔi 
oo Matoono Crawling Like ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻŜέ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ 

long.  IPA = ɔ: 



Vowel/Diphthongs Panakwate Translation
  

Pronunciation Comment 

u Tabu Cottontail 
rabbit 

[ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻƻέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ aoon.  
IPA = u 

ua Yadua Talk [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƛǳέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴ tƛǘuitary 
gland.  IPA = ua 

ui Tuika About [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άŜǿȅέ ŀǎ ƛƴ άŎƘewyέΦ IPA 
= ui 

uu Muuda’ Donkey [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ άƻƻέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜƭŘ 
twice as long.  IPA = u: 

ei Kei Bite !ǎ ƛƴ άǳέ ƛƴ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ άŜŜέ ōŜŜΦ  
IPA = ɨi 

  
 
 


